are believed to be sufficiently linked together such that the prosecution of two 
patent applications is not warranted. 

MPEP § 805.05(h) states that if the Applicant can provide a convincing 
argument to the alternative use suggested by the Examiner cannot be 
accomplished, the burden reverts back to the Examiner's support of a viable 
alternative use or withdraw the requirement. The Examiner states that the 
apparatus could be used as chemical or biochemical reactor in a chemical or 
biochemical reaction process. While this is true, the claimed method could also 
be utilized with such a process and with such an apparatus thereby showing that 
the method and apparatus are drawn to the same invention. Accordingly, the 
burden shifts back to the Examiner as provided by MPEP § 805.05(h). 


Respectfully submitted, 
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